The Oaks

21 Chapel Lane

Coltishall

Norwich NR12 7DR

 

I saw with interest the EDP photograph and story re Gordon Brown and his

wife at Whitlingham Broad at the weekend. As a member of CETAG  a group of

14 parish Councils all opposed to the Coltishall 'Eco'- Town bid (www.cetag
co.nr for more information) a Coltishall Parish Councillor,  and resident,

I sincerely hope Mr Brown took or will take the opportunity to visit the

former RAF Coltishall site and maybe Rackheath too. Maybe he may understand

the logistical and fundamental reasons of the local community's opposition

to the NEW town (referred to as Eco-town) on and way beyond the former RAF

site.

He may also take note of the fast declining state of the site following the

Government’s intervention, at least a year on from when the original site had

been passed to all Government departments, who expressed no interest at the

time, and AFTER the  local Task Force had progressed quickly and efficiently

interest from different bidders for the site. Then the MOJ 'bought' the site

from the MOD for first a proposed centre for asylum seekers and then the

category C prison which  I am reliably informed will be passed tomorrow by

North Norfolk DC.

 

R Davies has stated if the prison goes ahead he will withdraw his bid....

the fact he used the 450 jobs as part of his Eco Town presentation for on

site employment seems to have been forgotten...The DCLG inform us that

Coltishall is still in the running.... Questions submitted by CETAG members

to the DCLG still remain unanswered...

 

HOWEVER, Ms Flint did propose at her ministerial visit that we must use the

site for something-thank you for the reminder after Government took it out

of capable local hands. The fact that affordable housing is needed is agreed

and has been part of  the local districts councils' Local Development

Frameworks as has the improved build standards to at least if not better

than the  'ECO'- town builds.

 

The fact that seems to have escaped your notice, Mr. Brown, is that the

country and indeed the world is also desperate for food. From our own poll

of Coltishall residents well over 90% are opposed to the ECO Town NOT

because we are NIMBYs but because there is no sense nor reasoning to such a

project in that particular location. HOWEVER in the same poll asking for

other possible uses of the site the majority suggestion by far was return to

agriculture (with some sensible uses of the minority brown field part of the

site coming also being proposed)

 

Mr Shaw, now sadly deceased, originally had part of his farm estate

compulsory purchased by the MOD to provide RAF Coltishall in the first place

  His son, Simon Shaw tells me he is still interested in buying back the land

that was compulsory purchased as indeed happened at RAF West Raynham where

part of the former base was returned to a farmer from whom it had been

compulsory purchased. East Anglia is the Grain Basket of the country-that IS

one of our major industries, fast in decline...

 

ARE YOU LISTENING TO LOCAL ELECTORATE? If so I would respectfully suggest

that Government profits, as Les Manton of the MOJ stated that he would sell

the remainder of the site to the highest bidder and Government dictate on

local issues is NOT serving the country sensibly or logically, is it Mr

Brown?

 

Though Mid Norfolk and North Norfolk are not labour controlled the new

boundaries could have altered the situation in an election, however unlikely

if you continue to treat local elected representatives with such disrespect.

 

Finally I wish you and your family a well earned break in this part of the

country-beautiful isn't it? I just wish local unpaid representatives could

have a summer break too instead of fighting Government on such ludicrous ,

undemocratic, hair-brained schemes.

 

Marilyn Farrington

