Verbal response on behalf of all local Parish Councils for Nth Norfolk full Council Meeting 30th June 2008

Good Evening 
I am Marilyn Farrington from Coltishall.  I represent a group of 12  local parishes all opposed to this development –The Coltishall ECO Town Action Group.

ALL 12 Parish Councils reject the proposal on indisputable facts. The first is the undemocratic way in which the Eco Towns are being imposed on our Local Communities with confused, very late briefing from the DCLG and no voluntary consultation with the community  prior to the selection of the 15 sites.
We fully support the principle of developments that are truly carbon neutral of the right size and location..

However, the size of the proposed development on the Coltishall site, is still unclear after the ministerial visit.  Figures of 5000, 8000 and 10 000 were all mentioned.  These numbers would subsume local communities and according to Dr Harrison of CRed, can now, in no way be an ECO town but a NEW TOWN. 

The bidders’ unrealistic and unsubstantiated means of providing on site employment are at levels totally insufficient for the number of inhabitants, and will require unacceptable numbers of commuters.
Dr. Harrison also commented ‘We do not support this since studies are not robust enough. The idea of attracting people to a science park in this location is pure fantasy’. 

The commuting required to access real employment opportunities, leisure pursuits and amenities, to and from the location, will NOT be realistically met by the new road and rail links proposed.

The viability and feasibility, of these links and other infrastructure are disputed by Norfolk County Council following professional studies. Thus the carbon neutrality of the town on which the word ECO  is based is totally compromised. 
The word ECO is thus being used as a sweetener for  what is really a massive development on a site, and  at 10 000 spreading well beyond the original site, that would never have been considered in this location prior to the DCLG’s  dictate.

We the local communities have a real fear that the Government will impose this NEW TOWN on the local community, regardless of the LDF process and existing RSS, and the resulting disastrous impact on adjoining communities in terms of increased traffic and  pollution of an area of outstanding beauty  will be a local disaster for both  residents and  businesses in an area that takes a great pride in its heritage and preservation for future generations. 

Finally, I emphasise, we have NO objection to the principle of appropriately sized and located, true ECO projects but object in the strongest possible terms to this over-sized, spatial misfit. 
 ,
